Gillian Clarke Poems:  BABYSITTING
MARKING UP THE POEM

1. Find and underline the unusual ways of describing the baby.  In another colour find then more normal, positive ways of describing the baby/. What is the effect of this contrast?

2. Find the short sentences in lines 6 and 7. How do you read them?
What do they suggest the poet feels?
3. Line 8-10 are all one long sentence. How are these read? How do they contrast with the previous two lines?
4. Which lines are most pessimistic (negative)? Why does  the poet feel this way?

5. Whose feelings are explore in Stanza one?

6. Re-read stanza two – whose feelings are explored? How are the different views supported by the separate stanzas (structure)?

7. Underline references to the baby in stanza two. Has she a name? How does Clarke refer to it? What does it make you think about their relationship?

8. Absolute Abandonment is alliteration and enjambment. How does the use of enjambment draw attention to the sense of the baby being alone?

9. there are some strong images of abandoned and suffering people. Underline these and think about what they are comparing the baby’s feelings to.

10.  What is the monstrous land the baby has been in?

11. Why will the milk familiar comforting not come? Who could give this baby milk?
12. Underline the repetition in the last line? What is the effect?

Content
· The poem is about the difficulties that can be experienced in developing a bond with a baby.

· The poet explores the concept of abandonment.

· Poet explores the worries of a woman who is expecting a child/has lost a child.

Language
· Told from a personal perspective which adds to the emotional impact of the poem.

· Emotive language increases the reader’s sympathy.

· The poem uses powerful imagery to express feelings difficult to explore in words.

Structure
· The poem has two stanzas – one focussing on the woman’s perspective and one mainly imagining the baby’s perspective.

· Enjambment reflects the process of the woman’s thoughts and shows her confusion.

Comparison
· Shows the difficulties of the parent child bond like ‘Catrin’.

· The poem shows strong feelings and frustration caused by this bond like ‘The Song of the Old Mother’ and ‘Follower’.

Gillian Clarke Poems:  BABYSITTING
Questions

1. The baby sitter believes she will represent ‘absolute / Abandonment’ to the baby.  There are two images of loneliness/abandonment given.  What are they?

2. What ‘will not come’ in the poem ‘Baby-sitting’?

3. Name the literary device used in the following quote from ‘The Field-Mouse’:  ‘the long grass is a snare drum’.  

4. Clarke does not love “this baby” because it is “…”. We can tell she feels…. because she describes the baby as …..

5. Clarke is afraid of this baby, she says “…”  She cannot bond with this baby because it is the “….” This makes the baby seem….

6. The metaphor of the “monstrous lands” represents…. This makes the reader think….

7. The “milk-familiar comforting” the baby seeks is….. and could be seen as a metaphor for love. Clarke cannot provide it because she is not…….,

8. Clarke uses enjambment to highlight key words such as “…” and “…” This creates a sense of contrast and makes the reader feel….

9. Clarke is afraid the baby will reject her and uses similes to list how she will feel: “…,” and ……”  This makes the reader understand that…..

10. Clarke uses repetition “……” to make her key point that she will not “love/This baby,” because it is ….

11. Strong words such as “….,” “…,” and “…” contrast with the way we expect a baby to be described, highlighting the sense of….

